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Sierra Nevada Conservancy Grant Program 
Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control,  

River and Coastal Protection Act of 2006 (Proposition 84) 
 
County:  YUBA AND NEVADA  
 
Applicant:  THE SIERRA FUND 
 
Project Title:   YUBA RIVER WILDLIFE AREA- RICE’S CROSSING PRIORITY ACQUISITION  
   PHASE II 
 
Reference Number: SNC 070223 
 

PROJECT SCOPE 
 
This project would fund a portion of the acquisition of 2,706 acres along the Middle Yuba River for 
habitat and recreation uses, spanning 9.5 miles of the Yuba River.  Acquisition of the total parcel has 
been appraised at $7.6m.  The project area is a critical corridor that has been designated a high-
priority acquisition in the California Department of Fish and Game’s Yuba River Conceptual Area 
Protection Plan (CAPP), and is integral to creating a protected river corridor and a 20-mile long blue 
oak woodland corridor running north to south.  The property would also link existing public lands from 
Daugherty Hill Wildlife Area (CDFG) extending through the University of California Field Research 
Station and south to Beale Air Force Base and the Spenceville Wildlife Area.  This property would 
also connect the 20-mile South Yuba River State Park to Bullards Bar Recreation Area.  Other funding 
for this project would come from The Sierra Fund, The Trust for Public Land, State of California 
Resources Agency, and other state agencies.  SNC funds would help to meet the goals of this project 
by funding the Rice’s Crossing fee title acquisition.   
 
Specific actions to complete this project include: 
 

 Complete Title Reports 
 Acquire Fee Title of 2,706 Acres 

 
PROJECT SCHEDULE 

  
DETAILED PROJECT DELIVERABLES TIMELINE 
Complete Title Reports March 2008 
Final Acquisition December 2008 
Final Report/Final Payment Request December 31, 2008 

 
PROJECT COSTS 

 
PROJECT BUDGET CATEGORIES TOTAL SNC FUNDING 
Portion of fee title acquisition of Rice’s Crossing $1,000,000
GRAND TOTAL $1,000,000

 
Letters of Support: 
• Yuba County Water Agency. 
 
Recommendation: 
Staff recommendation is to fund a portion of the fee-title acquisition of the Rice’s Crossing parcel at 
the requested amount of $1,000,000. 
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